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What people Say:

Rebecca

I once used my copy to kill a beetle. 

Thereby combining my two passions: irony and slaughter. 

*wields*

Dan Schwent

Gregor Samsa wakes up one morning to discover he's been transformed into a giant beetle-like
creature. Can he and his family adjust to his new form?

The Metamorphosis is one of those books that a lot of people get dragooned into reading during
high school and therefore are predisposed to loath. I managed to escape this fate and I'm glad. The
Metamorphosis is quite a strange little book.

Translated from German, The Metamorphosis is the story of how Gregor Samsa's transformation
tears his family apa
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Metamorphosis is quite a strange little book.

Translated from German, The Metamorphosis is the story of how Gregor Samsa's transformation
tears his family apart. I feel like there are hidden meanings that are just beyond my grasp. I suspect
it's a commentary about how capitalism devours its workers when they're unable to work or possibly
about how the people who deviate from the norm are isolated. However, I mostly notice how
Samsa's a big frickin' beetle and his family pretends he doesn't exist.

There's some absurdist humor at the beginning. Samsa's first thoughts upon finding out he's a
beetle is how he's going to miss work. Now, I'm as dedicated to my job as most people but if I woke
up to find myself a giant beetle, I don't think I'd have to mull over the decision to take a personal day
or two.

Aside from that, the main thing that sticks out is what a bunch of bastards Samsa's family is. He's
been supporting all of them for years in his soul-crushing traveling salesman job and now they're
pissed that they have to carry the workload. Poor things. It's not like Gregor's sitting on the couch
drinking beer while they're working. He's a giant damn beetle! Cut him some slack.

All kidding aside, the ending is pretty sad. I'll bet Mr. Samsa felt like a prick later. The
Metamorphosis gets four stars, primarily for being so strange and also because it's the ancestor of
many weird or bizarro tales that came afterwords. It's definitely worth an hour or two of your time.

Ken

Endlessly dissected, ripped apart, its guts laid out on a slab, sewn back together, reconstructed,
reinterpreted, misunderstood, misinterpreted, parodied, plagiarized, overanalyzed, and sadly
sometimes underappreciated. Kafkaâ€™s 

 is one of those jumping off points for modern literature, a key touchstone where so many good
writers -- Borges, Nabokov, GarcÃ­a MÃ¡rquez â€“ found inspiration in his work and studied it like a
textbook on great writing.

But what is the metamorphosis? A dark
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writers -- Borges, Nabokov, GarcÃ­a MÃ¡rquez â€“ found inspiration in his work and studied it like a
textbook on great writing.

But what is the metamorphosis? A dark fantasy about a man who wakes up one day to find himself
transformed into a vile insect-like creature? Or an absurdist tale of a schizophrenic who believes
heâ€™s been turned into a human-sized beetle, terrorizing his family with his decrepit mental state?
Kafka left that open for us to decide, even asking his original publisher to remove any imagery
involving an insect off the cover. The first edition cover (you can find it on Wikipedia: ttp://

) is not a definitive statement on the story either. Is it the afflicted Gregor Samsa we see or his
unnerved father fleeing from the sight of the creature in his sonâ€™s room? As it was written in
German, Kafka never definitively stated what Gregor had become. The term he used, in what has
now become one of the more famous opening lines in literature, to describe Gregorâ€™s
transformation was â€œungeheueres Ungeziefer,â€• which literally means â€œunclean animal not
suitable for sacrifice.â€• This has been translated (and mistranslated) as â€œgigantic insectâ€• in
some cases, but in later years, more translators have settled on â€œmonstrous vermin,â€• as this
seems to suit Kafkaâ€™s vague intent much better. But if you want to read the numerous theories,
Google the book. Iâ€™ll leave it to those who are far more and far less philosophical than I.

In its construction, 

 is flawless. Kafka upends the entire structure of modern storytelling, giving us the climax first, never
explaining the possible source for Gregorâ€™s affliction. Instead, Kafka leaves us in the
dÃ©nouement, showing us the ugly effects of Gregorâ€™s transformation on his too dependent
family, who must now care for this unwanted monstrosity. As the tables are turned, the family shuns
Gregor, locking him away. We then see Gregor move in two opposing directions -- becoming more
louse-like in his basic behavior (such as eating garbage), but also more human in his fantasies (and
sudden appreciation of music). It is this complex contrast that makes Gregor seem more human to
us, thus playing into Kafkaâ€™s slippery reality that confuses as much as illuminates.

And yet, 

Huda Yahya
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Mohammed Arabey

Arabic/English Review

Arabic/English Review

Third read was after all that rant in my edition which I only liked a few of it all- It didn't tell me more
than I already 'felt' about the story, some articles add more deep understanding to what I've already
understand..but some was OVER-Analyze..may be away of what Kafka wanted to tell...

Mohammed Arabey

From May 31 2014

To June 13 2014

PS : Since I've read a 200 pages edition of a 50 pages only novel, I Know how it feels to read long
rant about a novel, It's Kinda boring..So I've tried to make it short...but couldn't
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